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THE 
COUNTERPOISE: 


O R, 
B.- and the M—y fairly ſtated, 


2 'T this critical Juncture, when we 
are engaged in an expenſive War 
with an ambitious and enterpriſing 
Neighbour, whoſe ſole Aim has 
been for more than a Century to 
extend his Dominion over all Europe ; when 
the ill Succeſs of our Fleet, has occaſioned 
the Loſs of a valuahle Poſſeſſion, both to 
our Trade and Navigation, which our Ene- 
mies will not fail to make the beſt Uſe of for 
annoying us ; when the Commander in Chief 
of an inglorious Expedition is upon the Point 
of being tried for his Conduct, while all Ar- 
A 2 tifices 
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tifices are uſed to blind the People ; it ſurely is 
the Part of every honeſt Citizen, to uſe his 
beſt Endeavours to unravel the Truth of a myſ- 
terious Affair, wherein every Individual is con- 
cerned, and has a Right to be acquainted with 
the true Merits of the Cauſe, that it may be 
juſtly and ſpeedily determined, and the At- 
tention of our Miniſters be no longer occupied 
with domeſtic Jarrs, but properly fixed upon 
the Meaſures and Deſigns of the common 
Enemy, in order to circumvent them. 


Without any Party ConneCtions, unbribed, 
and no way intereſted but as an Engliſhman, 
T have taken up the Pen, not to miſlead, by a 
falſe Repreſentation of real, or the Subſtitu- 
tion of imaginary Facts, but to develope this 
Affair, and ſet it in the cleareſt Light I can, in 
order that every Man may judge for himſelf, 
and not be impoſed upon by the W of 
the prejudiced Hireling. 


"2 the Courſe of this Work, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to examine, with ſome Particularity, 
three Pieces, which have appeared 'in Favour 
of Mr. B—g; namely, A Letter to a Mem- 
* ber of Parliament! * An Appeal to the 
People; and © Some further Particulars i in 


* relation to the Calc of Mr. B—g." 


Tie 


. 


The Letter to a Member of Parliament 
comes then, in this Order, the firſt under my 
Cognizance.——This Letter is wrote from a 
ſuppoſed Proſelyte to the Cauſe of Mr. B-—g, 
who, aware of the Artifice made uſe of by 
M—-rs to divert the public Attention, from 
a real to an ideal Offender, had nevertheleſs 
partook of the general Deluſion, though he 
was preinformed of the Omiſſions made in the 
Ad—Ps Letter (publiſhed in the Gazette) and 
which at length worked his Reformation; 
ſuch does the Author of this Letter repreſent 
himſelf to be!] After a few verboſe. Exclama- 
tions, he aſks, Why were ſeveral Paſſages in it 
refuſed the Benefit of the Preſs? and then that 
Obſcurity imputed to the Author, which thoſe 
very Caſtrations had created? Before I make 
any further Comment upon this, I ſhall take 
the Liberty of putting Mr. B—-g's Letters be- 
fore the Reader's View, with the Additions 
this Letter Writer has furniſhed us with; that 
he may, without being obliged to refer to any 


other Piece, have it at Hand, as an Index to 


Mr. B—g's Conduct, as related by himſelf. 


N Ranilles, off Minorca, "May 25, 1756. 
Have the Pleaſure to defire you will ac- 


quaint their Lordſhips, that having failed 
A 3 from 
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from Gibraltar the 8th, I got off Mahon the 
Igth, having been join'd by his Majeſty's Ship 
Phenix, off Minorca,” two Days before, by 
* whom I had confirmed the Intelligence I re- 
"©. ceived at Gibraltar, of the Strength of the 
French Fleet, and of their being off Mahon. 
His Majeſty's Colours were ſtill flying at the. 
Caſtle of St. Philip's, and I could perceive ſe- 
veral Bomb Batteries playing upon it from 
*. different Farts; French Colours we ſaw fy- 
ing in the Weſt Part of St. Philip's. I di/* 
** patched the Phenix, Cheſterfield, and Dol- 
phin a-head,' to reconnoitre the Harbour's 
* - Mouth, and Captain Hervey, to endeavour to 
© land a Letter for General Blakeney, te let 
Him know the Fleet was here to his Aſſiſtance, 
** tho"; every one was: Opinion, ve could be of- 
* no: Uſe to him, as by all Accounts m Place 
a ſecured* for © covering” a' Landing, ' could 
©. oe have ſpared any People. 'The Phoenix wat 
% ala to mals the private Signal between Cap- 
tain Hetvey and Captain Scrope, as this lat- 
* ter would tindoubtedly conie off if it - were 
% praclicable, having kept the Dolphin's Barge 
* with him; hut the Eneniy's Fleet appearing 
** fo the South Eaſt, and the Wind at the ſame 
© Time coming ſtrong off” the Land, obliged me 
* fo call thoſe Ships in, before they could get 
* quite ſo near the Entrance of the Harbour, 
* as to make ſure what Batteries or Guns might 
*© be placed to prevent our having any Commit 
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*© nication with the Caſtle?” When the Ene- 
little Wind, it was Five before I could form 
my Line, and diſtinguiſh , any of the Enemy's 
Motions, . and not at all judge of their Force, 
more, than. by, their Numbers, which were 
Seventeen, and; Thirteen of * thoſe. appeared 
ue They at rt Rood yomards ns In ae 
gular Line, and tacked. about Seven, which I 
judged was to gain the Wind of us in the Night; 
ſo that being late, I tacked in order to keep 
the Weather-Gage of them, as. well as to make 
ſure of the Land Wind: In the Morning, 
being very hazy, and not above five Leagues 
off Cape Mala, we tacked off towards the 
Enemy at Eleven, and at Day-Light had no 
Sight of them; but two Tartans, with the 
French private, Signal, being cloſe in, with the 
Rear 4. our, Fleet, I ſent the Princeſs Louiſe 
to chaſe one, and made the Signal for the 
Rear Admiral, who was neareſt the other, to 
ſend Ships to chaſe her; the Princeſs Louiſa, 
Defiance and Captain, became. at a great Diſ- 
tance, but the Defiance took. hers, which had 
two Captains, two Lieutenants, and 102 pri- 
vate Soldiers, who, were ſent out the Day be- 
fore with 600 Men on board Tartans, to re- 
inforce the French Fleet, on our then appear- 
ing off the Place; the Phænix (on or cm 
Hervey's Offer) prepared to, ſerve as a: Fire- 
Ship, but without damaging her as a Frigate, 
A 4 8 
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till the Signal was made to prime, when ſhe was 
then. to, fcuttle Her Decks, every thing elf e be- 
ing prepared that the Time and Place allowed 
6f- The Enemy now began to appear from 
che Maſf- head? T'called id the Cruizers, and 
when they bad Joined me, I tacked towards 
the Enemy, and formed: the” Line a- head; I 
found the French were prepating theirs to Lee- 
ward, having unſucceſsfully endeavoured to 
weather me: They were twelve large Slips of 
the Line and pe Frigates: As foon as I 
judged” the Rear of ours was the Length of 
their Van, we tagked all together, and J im- 
'mediately made the, Signal” to engage, as 1 
found it the futelt Matkod! of ordering every 
Ship cloſe down on the one: that fell to their 
Lot. And here I muſt expreſs my great Sa- 
tisfaction at the very gallant Manner in which 
the Rear Admiral ſet the Van the Example, 
by inſtantly bearing down on the Ships he 
was to engage, with his Second, and who oc- 
caſioned one of the 1 to begin the 
Engagement, * which they did by raking ours 
as they went down. I bore right down on 
the Ship that lay oppoſite to me, and began to 
engage him,” aftet having received their Fire 
for fome Time on going down. The Intrepid, 
in the very Beginning, had her Fore- top-maſt 
ſhot away, and as that hung on the Fore-ſail 
and backed it, he had no Command of his 
Ship, his Fore-tack and all his Braces being 


cut 
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cut at the ſame Time, ſo that he drove on the 
next Ship to him, and obliged that and the 


Ships a-head of me to throw all a- back: 
This obliged me to do ſo alſo for ſome Mi- 
nutes, to avoid their falling all on board me, 
though not before we had drove our Adver- 
ſary out of the Line, who put before the 
Wind, and had ſeveral Shot fired at him by 


his own Admiral. This not only cauſed the 
Enemy's Centre to be unattacked, but left the 
Rear Admiral's Diviſion rather uncover'd for 


ſome. very little Time. I ſent and called to 


the Ships a-head of me, to make Sail on, and 
go down on the Enemy, and ordered the 


Cheſterfield to lay by the Intrepid, and the 
Deptford to ſupply the Intrepid's Place. I 
found the Enemy edged away conſtantly ; and 
as they went three Feet to our one, they would 
never permit our cloſing with them, but take 
the Advantage of deſtroying our Rigging ; 
for though I cloſed the Rear Admiral faſt, yet 
I found I could not again cloſe the Enemy, 
whoſe Van were fairly drove from the Line, 
but their Admiral was joining them by bear- 
ing away. By this Time it was paſt Six, and 
the Enemy's Van and ours were at too great 
a Diſtance to engage ; I perceived ſome of 
their Ships ſtretching to the Northward, and I 
imagined they were going to form a new Line ; 
I made the Signal for the headmoſt Ships 
to tack, and thoſe that led before with the 

larboard 
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larboard Tacks, to lead with the Starboard, 
that I might by the firſt keep (if poſſible) the 
Wind of the Enemy; and, the ſecond, be 
between the Rear Admiral's Diviſion and the 
Enemy, as his had ſuffered moſt, as alſo to 
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ance of General Stewart, Lord Effingham, 
and Lord Robert Bertie, and Col. Cornwallis, 
that I might collect their Opinions upon the 
preſent Situation of Minorca and Gibraltar, 
% and make ſure of protecting the Latter, ſince 
it was found impracticable to either ſuccour 
« or reheve the former with the Force we had; 
* for though we may juſtly claim the Victory, 
« yet we are much inferior to the Weight of their 
« Ships, tho the Numbers are equal, and they 
* have the Advantage of ſending to Minorca 
* thetr wounded, and getting Reinforcements of 
% Seamen from their Tranſports, and Soldiers | 
«from their Camp, all which undoubtedly bas. | 
« been. done in this Time, that we have been lay- [| 
ing too to refit, and often in Sight of Minorca, | 
* and their Ships have more than once appeared 
in à Line from our Maſt-heads. I ſend their 
« Lordſhips the Reſolution of the Council of 
«.:}/ar,” at which Council not the leaſt Con- 
tention or Doubt aroſe, © I hope indeed we 
& ſhall. find Stores to 'refit us at Gibraltar, and 
« if I have any Reinforcement will not loſe a | 
« Moments Time to ſeek the Enemy again, and | 
© once more give them Battle, tho" they have 
« great Advantage in being clean Ships, that 
« go three Feet to our one, and therefore have the 
Choice how they will engage us, or if they will 
« at all, and will never let us cloſe them, as their 
e ſole View is the diſabling our Ships, in which 
they have but too well fucceeded, tho we ob. 

© hged 
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*« liged them to bear up.” I do not ſend their 
Lordſhips the' particulars of our Lofſes and 


Damages by this, as it would take me much 
Time, and that I am willing none ſhould be 


loſt 'in letting them know an Event of ſuch 
Conſequence. 4 7 cannot 'helþ urging their 
1 Lordſhips for a Reinforcement, if none are 
«yet ſailed, on their knowledge of the Ene- 
« my's Strength in theſe Seas, and which, by 
* very good Intelligence, will in a few Days 
« be ſtrengthened by four large Ships from 
Toulon, - almo/? ready to ſail, if not now 
failed to join them.” I diſpatch this to Sir 
Benjamin Keene, by the way of Barcelona, and 
am making the beſt oft my Way to cover 
Gibraltar, from which Place I propoſe ſend- 
ing their Lordſhips a more particular Account. 


P. S. I muſt deſire you will acquaint their 
Lordſhips I have appointed Captain Hervey to 
the Command of the Defiance in the Room 
of Captain Andrews, lain in the Action. 


I have juſt ſent the Defects of the Ships, as 
I have got it made out whilſt I was cloſing my 
Letter. 57 


Here then, is the letter as complete as 
Mr. B—g himſelf could have deſired it to 
have been publiſhed ; and I leave it to the 
judgment of the candid reader, whether the 
b Additions 
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Additions between Commas in Italics have 
added any Perſpicuity .to it, or whether they 
themſelves are not replete with Confuſion, 
Does the Letter Writer think he reſcyes Mr. 
B Character, by re-eſtabliſhing the firſt 
caſtrated Part, wherein we are informed he 
ſent three Frigates ** to reconnoitre the Har- 
« bour's Mouth, and land a letter?“ when 
every reaſonable perſon muſt be appriſed, that 
the Sloop alone would have been ſufficient 
for this Errand, which need not have been 
called off upon the Appearance of the French, 
any more. than the three Frigates, ſince they 
were ſent, and were not afterwards employed 
in the Action? The ſecond Omiſſion of the 
Gazette, I think ſaved Mr. B—g a good 
deal of Trouble of explaining away the 770 
of it; for as it is uncuſtomary to put either 
ſick or wounded on Board an Hoſpital Shi 

and as he begins complaining, many were ki} 
led, and no where to put a third on Board, 
even if he made an Hoſpital of the Forty Gun 
Ship: It would have been neceſſary to haye 
added a note to this, to have told us he did 
not mean what he faid—and another to in- 
form us he meant what he did not ſay, in the 
Beginning of the ſame Period, where he 
writes “ ſo that they were endangered of not 
being able to ſecure their Maſt properly at 
« Seq,” I would be glad to know if all 


Ships that put to Sea, do not run the ſame 
Rilk? 


* 
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Riſk? The next Paragraph which is reinſtated 
relates to the Subject Matter of the Council of 
War, which was the Situation of Minorca 
and Gibraltar, a point which he was not 
ſent out to examine; — he was ſent to relieve 
Minorca, and beat the French Fleet in the 
Way if he met it. The other two omiſſions 


of any importance, relate to his Expectation 


of meeting with Stores at Gibraltar to refit, 


and the neceflity of being reinforced ; Subjects 


which were neither proper nor neceſſary to ac- 
quaint the Publick with, fince they no way rela- 
ted to his Conduct on the 2oth of May. Such 
are the Mutilations of Mr. Bs Letter, which 
are ſo much complained of, by the Writer of 


this Letter, which to be ſure have added great 
Propriety and Heroiſm to the Repreſentation 


of his Conduct! As to the word cover, I will 
ſuppoſe with the Letter Writer the Reaſon of 


its Omiſſion, was on account of the public's 


Ignorance of its Reference, if it had any. But 
is not the more probable Cauſe this If Mr. 
B—#g was inſtructed to cover Gibraltar, which 
is a Point of the Miniſtry, and he alone are yet 
acquainted with; to have publiſhed this while 


the Spaniards, in whoſe Power only it is 
to really annoy us in that Part, were our falt 


Friends, and the only French Fleet in the Me- 


diterranean, or indeed in Europe, had been 


beat by fix Ships of ours, would have been 
very injudicious, ſince it muſt have manifeſted 


our 
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our jealouſy of the Shauiſb Court, who might 
take Occaſion from thence to break with us; 
nor do I think it has any wiſe diſplayed the 
Politician in Mr. B—g (if he pretends to have 
any Regard for his Country) to have rendered 
public, the ConjunEture ſtill continuing, ſuch 
Part of his Letter which related to Inſtructions, 
that might give Umbrage to his Catholic Ma- 
jelty. - But waving theſe Conſiderations, as 
the Omiſſion of the Word no way altered the 
Senſe of 'the Letter (which would have been 
a Pity indeed !) and as that publiſhed in the 
Gazette was acknowledged to be an Extract, 
he muſt be a Madman, who would rant at the 
M y, for not publiſhing his Diſpatches in 
the Gazette, whether they are to the Purpoſe 
or no, or whether fit or not to be communi- 
cated to the whole World, Yet it is upon a 
ſimilar Occaſion, that the Letter Writer diſ- 
covers great Roguery in the M rs —I mean 
for not publiſhing Mr. B—g's Letter of the 
4th of May, wherein, if there is any Thing 
proper for publick notice, it is, If I ſhould 
fail in the Relief of Portmahon (what a 
Thought ! before, according to his own Ac- 
count, he was acquainted with the Strength 
of the French Fleet — when, according to the 
ſame Letter, it was compoſed but of thirteen 
Men of War, Frigates included) I ſhall look 
upon the Security and Protection of Gibraltar 


as my next Object, and ſhall repair down here 
| (that 


| 
| 
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(that is Gibraltar) with the Squadron.” If the 


Delphic Oracle had pronounced the Succeſs 
of B—g's Expedition, could he have uttered a 


mere verified Decree ? How far it was predicted 
on the Part of B-—g the Reader may eaſily 


perceive. 


There is nothing more to be obſerved in the 


Letter to a Member of Parliament, if not, that 


B——g's Letter of the ꝗth of Fuly, which has 
underwent many more Amputations by a com- 
mon Apothecary (and not a State Surgeon) than 
his of the 25th of May did, as publiſhed in 
the Gazette, is one of the moſt complete Gf. 
conades, that has been exhibited to public View 
a great while, and indeed I ſhould have taken 
it for M. de la Galliſſonniere, or any other Na- 
tive of Goſcoyne's Epiſtle, if they did not pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian Religion (though not with 
that Purity we do) ſufficiently to be informed 
there is an Omnipotent— a Point the Writer 
of that Letter ſeems to be utterly unacquainted 
with, otherwiſe I ſhould imagine the following 
Paſſage would hardly have feund a Place 
there. Tis not now for me to expoſtulate ; 
** 1 flatter myſelf, that Mr. Veſt * and I ſhall 
make evident the Injury done to our Charac- 


* Tolerably artful What Injury, pray, has been 
done Mr. Meſt, has he not been honoured and revered by 
every one :or his oppoſite Conduct to that of Mr. B— 
on the 20th of May. * nf RI 


* 
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te ters, which I know of nothing in the Pow- 
er of any Being whatever that can atone 
for.“ 


I now come to the Appeal to the People. 
This Piece, which has with uncommon Ad- 
dreſs been circulated throughout all Parts of 
this Kingdom and Ireland, by the Agents of 
the A I, after having with much Tauto- 
logy, and as little Accuracy, let us know, that 
weak M-—rs, who have not heads to plan 
any ſucceſsful Meaſures, have yet cunning e- 
nough to throw the Blame upon the principal 
Actor or Executor of their ill- concerted Mea- 
ſures, introduces the Letter I have before in- 
ſerted, but with ſo many intentional Miſtakes, 
that ſince the Author of the Appeal could de- 
ſcend to ſuch minute Particulars, and pretend 
to diſcover great Fraud in the Omiſſion of what 
he calls a Monoſyllable (cover) I think it is 
but juſt to make Repriſals, and detect him 
where he has endeavoured to ſtrain the Senſe 
(or Nonſenſe) of ſome Parts of this Letter, by 
Omiſſions and Alterations: As for Inſtance 
(p. 17.) after the word Caſtle in Italics the 
following Caſtration, - when the Enemy's 
Fleet appeared to the S. E.“ next Line, 
inſtead of the Word ** and” he has put © or ;” 
two Lines following, after the Word Thir- 


teen, he has omitted “of thoſe.” P. 19. l. 7. 
B inſtead 


j 
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inſtead of their” he has put the.” P. 20. 
J. 17. after the Word © would,” he thought 
proper to add“ very greatly.” P. 21. l. 4. 
from the Bottom, he has put in which” in- 
ſtead of at which Council-;”? beſides nume- 
rous other deſigned Alterations, and Changes 
in the PunCtuation, purpoſely to al » the Sig- 
nification, which, after all, he cannot wrelt 
to any tolcrable Meaning. 


But why do I dwell upon ſuch trifling Falſi- 
fications, when compared to thoſe of ſo much 
ſuperior Note, and which tend with the others 
to prove the Author a ſervile Hireling ? 


The grand Point that this Writer endeavours 
to prove is, that Mr. B—'s Squadron was in- 
ferior to M. de la Galliſſonntere's; and yet we 
find the Admiral was of another Opinion, 
even when he was informed of the true State 
of the French, by the Account thereof given 
him by a French Officer, taken on board 2 
Tartan the Morning before the Action; other- 
wiſe why did he throw the Deptford out of 
the Line, and by that Means reduce the num- 
ber of Guns of his Flect by fifty? Can this 
prove that he had a Mind to gain a Victory, 
after he was convinced, as the Appealer pre- 
tends, that ſixteen Engliſh Ships of equal Force 


to thoſe Mr. B—g's Fleet was compoſed of, 
would 
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would only have been a Match for the twelve 
French ones ? The only ſophiſticated Solution 
he gives for the Anigmatical Conduct of the 
Al, in throwing the Deptford out of the Line, 
tho” a Ship of the Line, is becauſe the French 
Admiral did not take the Funon, a Frigate only, 
in; whereas if the Caſe had been parallel, and 
the Junon had been a Ship of the Line, which 
it was not, he muſt have been very ignorant 
himſelf, or fancied his Readers much more fo, 
in giving this as a Reaſon for the A—l's Beha- 
viour upon this Occaſion; firſt, becauſe every 
School- boy knows, the Errors of your Enemy 
are not to be the Rule of your Action, but im- 
proved diametrically oppoſite to your own Ad- 
vantage; and ſecondly, as he is ſo well con- 
vinced, that the twelve French Ships of the 
Line were equal to ſixteen Engliſb of the ſame 
Rate as the twelve of B———#g's Squadron, 
an increaſe of Number would have been more 
cumberſome than uſeful to the French, as they 
could not have been beat for want of Strength, 
but Valour or Conduct. 


But there is no arguing againſt Conviction; 
it's plain the Admiral acted right, and like a ju- 
dicious Seaman, fince although the French were 
ſo ſuperior originally, and he had increaſed their 
Superiority as much as in him lay, by redu- 


eing the Strength of his own Fleet, he never- 
B 2 theleſs 
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theleſs gained not only the Victory but 
with ſix Ships of his Squadron with the 
Diviſion of the Rear Admiral. 


To reaſon fairly, Was the Admiral acquain- 
ted with the real State of the French Fleet, be- 
fore it appeared in Sight on the z0th of May? 
Yes. Was it either increaſed, diminiſhed or 
changed, in any Shape, when it engaged, from 


the State given of it by the French Officers, 


taken on board the Tartan? No. If the en- 
gaging the French could be of no Uſe in ſue- 
couring Mahon, even if a Conqueſt had fallen 
to the Engitſh ; and as it appeared the Advan- 
tage was of the French Side, would it not have 
been prudent to have avoided the French? Yes, 
If accident had thrown the French in their Way, 
ſhould they not have taken all Advantages to en- 
deavour to counterpoiſe the Superiority of the 
French inſtead of increaſe it? Yes. If, al- 
though contrary to Expectation, they not on- 
ly were able to cope with the French, but ac- 
tually beat them and with half the Squa- 
dron only, ſhould they not have purſued the 
Advantage which Victory on their Side, and 
Terror on that of their Enemies, had given 
them over the French, even with ail their Squa- 
dron, ſince (to judge by the Succeſs of fix 
Ships) that muſt reaſonably have gained a com- 


plete Victory, and cauſed a demolition of all 
Galliſſan- 
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Gallifſonnieres Squadron? Yes. Or whether, 
if the French were ſo nimble healed (although 
it's next to impoſſible but what in the Purſuit, 
ſome of their worſt Sailors muſt have fell into 
our Hands ; ſince notwithſtanding all the Logie 
uſed to prove our Squadron ſo extremely foul, 
there were but three Ships of it which had 
not been cleaned ſince the March preceding) 
as to have made off unmoleſted, ſhould they 
not have remained Maſters of the Port, and 
provenned any Succours being ſent to Richlieu F 


CS. 


Now let us examine how the Ad———Ps 
Conduct | correſponded with theſe Principles, 
Inſtead of avoiding the © French. Fleet, as he 
might have eaſily done, hy failing round the 
Iſland (and every body is poſitive that he might 
have landed an. Expreſs for General ; Blakeney 
at any Part of the Iſland exgept; Malen; and 
indeed the ableſt Engineers are of Opinion that 
he might even there, as one of the Sallee 
Ports was entirely ſheltered; from the Enemy; 
and by this Means have concerted the beſt Plan 
of Operations with the General) he began to 
turn the Phenix, a twenty Gun Ship, into a 
Fire- ſhip, by which he evidently reduced the 
Force of his Squadron; and it cquld, accord- 
ing to his own Account, be of no Uſe in that 
Capacity, ſince “ they had the Choice how 

. B 3 « they 
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** they would engage us, or if they would at 
* at all, and will never let us cloſe them, as 
their ſole View is the diſabling our Ships, 
in which they have but too well ſucceed- 
* ed d hs - 5 (211 1 | 

: How far he took all Advantages of making 
up for the pretended Diſparity of their Force, 
is evident by his converting the Phenix into a 
Fire-ſhip, and turning the Deptford out of the 
Line, by which he gave the French an additi- 
onal Advantage of ſeventy Guns. That they 
did not purſue their Succeſs, is manifeſt, altho' 


they might, * notwithſtanding the French went 
three Feet to theſt one, as * they had more 


than once appeared in a Line (to brave us to 
«* fight, 'he' fight, have added) from our Maſt- 
« heads.“ in repard' to their remaining Ma- 
ers of the Port, it's only neceſſary to cite two 

aſſages of the Ad s Letter, the firſt of 
which ſays, before the Action they were not 
above five Eeaglies off Cpt Hola, and in the 
ſecond, he ſays; tlie Fleet on the 21ſt was got 
ren br eleven Leagues N. N. W. of Mabon, that 
is to ſay, near fouttecn Leagues, N. by W. of 


o 
ol 


[ 
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* In all that T have urged hitherto concerning 
the Diſpoſition of the Fleet, I have not diſſent- 
ed to the Poſition which Mr. Appealer lays 
\ ata down 


down as the Baſis of all his Argument ; which 
is, © thar the French Fleet had the Superiority 
„of Weight of Metal ;”” but ſuppoſe, upon 
Examination, this Poſition ſhould. prove abſo- 
lutely falſe, will not my Readers agree (even if 
they ſhould not be verſed in Logic) that all the 
Conſequences drawn from thence, muſt be with- 
out Foundation ? 


He thought proper to make the following Al- 
terations in the Number of Guns of the Ships 
of the Line, which compoſed the Engliſb Fleet: 
The Buckingham from 50 is reduced to 68 
Guns; the Captain from 70 to 64; the Prin- 
ceſs Louiſa from 60 to 56; and the Portland 
from 50 to 48; and augmented the Guns of 
the French Ships as follows: The Fouydroyant 
from 80 to 84; the Hypopotame from 5o to 
64 ; the Fier from 50 to 64; by which Means 
the Number of Guns on Board the Engliſh 
Fleet was decreaſed from 798 to 778, and that 
of the French Fleet increaſed from 748 to 828; 
as the Reader will plainly perceive by the fol- 


lowing authentic Liſt. 
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Engliſh Fleet. HFHiencb Fleet. 
Ships Names. Guns. Ships Names. Guns. 
Ramillies go Le Foudroyant 80 

Buckingham 70 Le Redoutable 74. 
Culloden 74 LeGuerrier 74 
Captain 70 Le Temeraire 74 
Revenge 70 La Couronne 74 
Lancaſter 66 Le Triton 64 
Trident 64 Le Lion 64 
Intrepid 64 Le Sage 64 
Kingſton 60 L' Orpheé 64 
Princeſs Louiſa 60 Le Content 64 
Defiance  *© 60 L' Hipopotame 50 
Portland zo | Der 50 

Total 798 | Total 796 
| Now if Mr. B g had not injudiciouſly 


thrown the Deptford out of the Line, the 
Number of Cannons would have been in our 
Favour, as the Proportion of 838 to 1196, as 
muſt be obvious to every Reader. But it is 
not ſurprizing that this Ship ſhould not be 
included in the Line, all the Wonder is, that 
it ſhould have been included in the Liſt, ſince 
the Fortune Sloop of 14 Guns, which made 
as much Part of his Fleet, as any other of 
his Frigates, was thought unworthy of Men- 
tion in the Liſts, publiſhed both in the Letter 

9 to 
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to a Member of Parliament, and the Appeal. 
For what Reaſon is but too plain, ſince 
the Teleſcope,. which magnifies the Strength 
of the French Fleet, has, in every inſtance 


this Author produces, its other end turned to 
us when we are to view our own Flect, 


But not content with having, by all the Ar- 
tiice he was maſter of, reduced the number of 
Guns on Board our Fleet, and augmented 
thoſe of the French, (as indeed he muſt have 
been aſhamed to acknowledge himſelf an En- 
gliſhman, and with the State of the Fleets, even 
as he is pleaſed to repreſent them, pretend 
that our's ſhould have run away from the 
French) he endeavours to prove, that their 
Weight of Metal is greater than outs, by the 
moſt glaring Falfity that ever was [pen'd—in 
ſhort, he has the Impudence to build every 
Thing that is drawn from this Argument upon 
his Aſſertion, that a Thirty-iæx Pounder 
French, is almoſt equal to a forty- to Pound 
Shot Engliſo* . Did he not conſider that 
we all know the exact Difference between our 
Weight and the French, or was he fo. igno- 
rant as to be uninformed, that a hundred 
Weight French, is equal to à hundred and nine 
Pounds, eight onnces'only, Engliſh? If he was, 
as there is much' Reaſon to believe, by ſeveral 


* See Page 35 of the Appeal, 
| other 
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other of his curious Calculations—he is par- 


donable for the Miſtake, but very culpable as 
a Writer, who pretends to calculate his Readers 


out of Truth and their Reaſon. If then the 


French Hundred Weight is equal to @ hundred 
and nine Pounds, eight Ounces Engliſh, the 
French thirty-two Pounds can ſurely be cqual 
to no more than thirty-five Pounds (and a 
Fraction) Engliſh. But upon ſuch Foundations 
are the Reaſons in the appeal built; and indeed 
this is the Baſis of the Principal, it not only 
Argument in the whole Piece; for he tells us 
immediately after, it is by this Computation 
* the Weights (of the French) are reduced to 


ic the Engliſb Standard,” 


After this it would be needleſs to make any 
more Comments upon Mr, Appealer, who, by 
unhappily diſcloſing this Myſtery, has laid 
himſelf, and the writer of the Letter to a 
Member of Parliament, open to the cleareſt 
Conviction; as the State of the Fleets there 
inſerted, are falſe and groundleſs in every 
Particular that relate to the French Weight of 
Metal, which is reduced to the Engliſo Stan- 
dard by the above Calculation; and as all their 
Arguments to prove de /a Galliſſonniere's Fleet 
ſuperior to the Engl, are built upon that 


To 


[ V3: 


To exult over theſe blind Scriblers would 
be unmerciful—therefore 1 ſhall diſmiſs them 
and examine whet the Writer of a Pamphlet, 
entitled, Further Particulars in Relation to 
the Caſe of Mr, B has to urge in his 


Favour, 


This Pamphlet, which the Title-page in- 
forms us, is wrote by 'a Gentlemen of Oxford, 
has ſo much reſemblance in its Stile and Ar- 
gument to the Appeal .to the People, that one 
might venture, without being very incredu- 
lous, to attribute it to the ſame Author—but 
however, we will take this Writer's Word for 
the place of his Reſidence. 


After having paid ſome few Compliments 
to the Publick, upon its good nature, and 
endeavoured to aſperſe the M y for the 
Misfortunes that have befallen this Nation, 
in the Mediterranean, he takes great Pains 
to let us know what we all knew before— 
that the Admiral could not get his Ships 
manned and ready. to fail from Sp:thead before 
the fifth of April; with this DiſtinEtion, that 
the twelve other Ships which were then at 
Spithend, were not compleatly manned (as he 
has been pleaſed to aſſert) altho? the Ad——l 
was not permitted to make up his Comple- 


ment from them, But as there is nothing 
more 
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more eaſy than to aſſert or deny ſuch Circum. 
ſtances, when not ſupported by any Authori- 
ty and which, in Reality, have no Connection 
with his Expedition in the Mediterranean ; I 
will not take much Pains to confute him, but 
leave it to his Readers either to believe or dif. 
believe, as they ſhall think proper. This 
learned Diſputant, with much Circumlocution, 
reaſons upon the Inſtructions of Mr. B i 
which, becauſe they contained ſome diſeretio- 
nary Clauſes, (ſuch as the dividing the Fleet 
in Caſe the Toulon Squadron ſhould fail for 
America ; which after all was not an impro- 
bable Event, ſince many of the Officers on 
Board did not know its. real Deſtination, till 
after it was failed) he would endeivour to 
perſuade the Publick, contained no Orders for 
Fighting, and that they all “depending upon 
Events, were accordingly to be obſerved or 
not, as Circumſtances: agreed, or otherwiſe” 
Buc cho“ the Reader might have perceived 
the Drift, of theſe Inſinuations, without any 
Cunfutation on the Writer's Part, it being 
the Fatality of all Mr. B—g's Advocates, to 
wnſay in one Page what * had ſaid a Page 
or two before; our Oxonian tells us im- 
mediately after, that Mr. B—g's Inſtructions 
contained the following Paſſage; * If the 
French wete ſtill inactive in . in which 


**, Cale he Was to Ration, his Squadron in 0 
. 4 ** be 
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e beſt Manner to prevent their getting out: 
« And he was now to uſe all poſſible Means 
jn his Power for the Relief of the Place 
« (Minorca), as alſo to protect the Trade of bis 
% Majeſty's Subjects, and to annoy the Enemy 
« where ever they might be found within the 
« Limits of his Command. 


All theſe Contradictions are to pave the Way 
for the A “'s acting quite different from 
his Inſtructions, under Pretence of the di- 
* ferent Aſpe&t of Things on the Admiral's 
Arrival at Gibraltar, from that which they 
had been made to wear in England (as he 
immediately ſays in the ſame Period) “ a Dit. 
* ference of Conduct became abſolutely ne- 
** ceflary,” But why did not he frame ſome 
tolerable Excuſe for the As ſtaying at Gi- 
braltar from the 2d of May to the 8th, when 
the only Pretence of waiting for the Reſolu- 
tions of the Court Martial, in regard to the 
ſending a Detachment from the Garriſon 
(which the Admiral ſhould have proteſted a- 
gainſt, inſtead of having ratified) did not exiſt 
after the 4th of May? Why could not he have 
perſuaded us, that he, and his able Secretaries, 
were from that Time to the 7th, producing 
the Diſpatches ſent by Lieutenant Obara, 
though they were only Duplicates of thoſe 
ſent by the Way of Madrid the 4th? For it 

is 
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is here that we begin to approach that Part 
of the Admiral's Conduct which requires fo 
much Vindication, and for which ſo little is 
offered What he did at Port/mouth from the 
2oth of March to the 5th of April, we are 
told with as much Preciſion, as if it were 2 
Relation of his Conduct on the 2oth of May; 
the only Point that is neceſſary to be diſcuſſed, 
in relation to his Guilt or his Innocence; but 
this Writer, like all thoſe that have preceded 
him in their Vindication of the A——l1, have 
turned pale, and trembled when they came 
to this —— and owned, that if they had any 
Thing to ſay in his Defence, they would defer 
it to his Trial : So that, in ſhort, after he has 
worked up our Attention, with thirty-ſix Pages 
of the A—l's Life, and we are in Expectation 
that the whole Affair is upon the Point of be- 
ing unravelled, we find the real Subject of all 
our Perplexity for theſe four Months, that is, 
The Particulars of what followed cannot 
ebe expected there.” 


Thus are we left as much in the dark after 
the Pablication of the A—-Ps. three Pamphlets 
(for ſuch I believe they may be called with- 
out much Impropriety, tho* perhaps he had 
very little Hand in their penning) as we were 
immediately upon the Publication of the Ex- 
tract of his Letter in the Gazette, No Caule 


is aſſigned for the Length of Time he took up 
in 
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in going to Gibraltar; his tarrying there 
fix Days; his not landing the Succours at 
Mahon; his throwing the Deptford out of the 
Line ; his not having (with his Diviſion, en- 
gaged the French © kl his not purſuing (at 
leaſt permitting thoſe that were ſo inclined) the 
vanquiſhed Galliſſonniere. 


I next come to what has been wrote againſt 
the A I, or in Favour of the Adminiſtra- 
tion, In this I ſhall include none of the low 
Scurrility, and ſelf-retorting Sarcaſms of Grub- 
fireet, which ſwarmed, while the effigizing 
Spirit prevailed. Theſe were greater Satyrs 
upon their Authors, than the Al. But 
thoſe that have appeared, ſince Mr. Bg has 
judged proper indirectly to defend his own 
Cauſe, may merit our Attention: the Number 
is very ſmall, I know not whether I can col- 
le& two. However, the Conduct of the 
Miniſtry impartially examined,“ is that which 
ſhall find a Place here firſt, 


If the Writer of this Piece had been more 
particular than what he has, in regard to Mr. 
B—g's Conduct, I believe I ſhould not have 
troubled the Public now with this Performance; 
but as he has not, I have endeavoured to ſupply 
the Place of what he left unſaid ; ſince we might 
have expected, from the Pen of the Writer 


of the following Paſſage, ſuch a Confutation 
to 
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to the main Argument, ſtated in a Letter to a 
Member, &c. fo artfully ſpun out in the Ap- 
peal, and endeavoured to be 0 pported in F 4 
ther Particulars in relation to 12 Caſe of Mr. 
B—g,“ as I flatter myſelf the Reader has 


found in theſe Sheets, 


This Writer, to demonſtrate the Abſurdity 
of making ſuch a Pother about the Omiſſion 
of a fingle Word, which might be attributed 
to an Error of the Preſs, if there were any 
Need of a Subterfuge for denying the Fact, 
makes the following ingenious and juſt Obſer- 
vation, Whether the Word cover Gibraltar 
„ was omitted or not, is immaterial to Mr, 
1 —g's Vindication. It is beſides glaringly 
* abſurd. Does he not fay in his Letter of 
*© the 25th of May, That he gained a Vickory? 
Did not ſome other Hand, who has put his 
« Anger into tolerable Engliſh, in a ſecond 
Letter, dated July 4, fay ſtill more affir- 
„ matively, that he ſought, met, attacked, and 
«* beat the Enemy? How cou'd the French come 
* to Gibraltar without their Fleet? Or was a 
« beaten Fleet in Condition to engage him 
* there? What had he then to cover? Not 


e Gibraltar ſurely,” 


The Author makes ſome very judicious Ob- 
ſervations upon the Fallacy of Mr. B—g's Ad- 


vocates ; but as the Scope of this Work 1s not 
intended 


WD | 
intended to remark our Mediterranean Affairs 
in particular, but as an Examination of the 
Conduct of the Miniſtry in general, ſince the 


Commencement of the preſent War, we need 
not be ſurprized, that he has ſo flightly touch- - 


ed upon the Behaviour of our A |: But a 
Performance that has juſt made its Appearance 
under the Title of * An Appeal to Reaſon and 
Common Senſe,” having nothing in View but 
the Examination of the Point before us, we might 
have expected ſome newer and more juſt Obſerva- 
tions upon the Pamphlets publiſhed in Fayour 
of Mr. B—g, than what he has favoured us 
with; for inſtead of confuting the Appeal 
(which he ſo much derides) he has only faid 
he looks upon it as an ironical Piece; though I 
muſt confeſs, it no where carries ſo much Re- 
ſemblance of Irony, as does his own Produc- 
tion, where he ſpeaks of a Pamphlet, inti- 
tutled, ©* Impartial Reflections.“ And there 
could be no Reaſon that would prevent me be- 
lieving he meant to ridicule it, if I did not very 
much ſuſpect him to be the Author as well of 
„ Impartial Reflections, as an “ Appeal to 
Reaſon and Common Senſe.” 


Now that I have mentioned the Pamphlet, 
intituled, © Impartial Reflections on the Caſe 
of Mr. B—g:“ I think myſelf under ſome 
Neceſſity of informing the Reader of the Con- 
tents. The Author tells us, in a very circum- 
=o "rn a8 locutive 
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locutive manner, that it appears the M —— y, 
as well as the Al, are culpable ; and that if 
it ſhould prove upon a fair Trial they are ſo, 
they ought to be puniſhed according to their 
Demerits : Although I do not adopt this Prin- 
ciple (ſince as yet I have no Reaſon to ima- 
gine any but the A——1 guilty) I will ſtate it 
as an Hypotheſis, and fairly argue what Right 
the Al can claim, from the M——y being 
equally guilty with hiniſelf, that he ſhould not 
be puniſhed—— Surely, if there is a Simile in 
Nature (upon the' ſame Hypotheſis) to the 
A 's Caſe, it muſt be that of a Servant who 
has been ſent out to rob, by his Maſter, and 
is caught in the Fact. Now will the Maſter's 
having ordered his Man to go upon the High- 
way, anywiſe exculpate him? If it can be 

roved the Maſter was an Accomplice, he will 
ſuffer too; but the Servant can never go un- 


puniſhed, 


Then what avails it to prove (if it were poſ- 
fible) that the M were compoſed of a 
Set of the greateſt Knaves in Chriſtendom, that 
they inſtructed A——1 B to loiter away fix 
Weeks before he got to Mahon ; then not to 


ſuccour the Caſtle; and run away from the 


French Fleet, under Pretence of its greater 
Weight of Metal; nay, we will go further, 
we will even ſuppoſe it to be proved, that the 


Duke of —, my Lord —, and Mr. —, were 
every 
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every one of them bribed by the French Am- 
baſſador, before his Departure from England, 
with the thtee hundred thouſand Pounds, in- 


ſinuated to be remitted here for that Purpoſe, 


Does this any wiſe atteſt Mr. B—g's Inno- 
cence? Does not this rather corroborate his 
accumulated Guilt? Even in a great Meaſure 


tend to prove, that he was in the ſecret (other- 


wiſe he had no ſuch Inſtructions) and that he 
had not even Courage enough to make a ſham 
Fight, to faye Appearances ? 


The whole Merits of the Cauſe are, Whe- 
ther or no he was guilty of retarding the Service 
he went upon? Why he reduced the Strength 
of his Fleet, by putting the Deptford out of 
the Line? Ec. Whether his Diviſion of the 
Fleet, fought on the 2oth of May? Or, if it 
did not, what Reaſon he can give for not hav- 
ing engaged ? For having endeavoured to pre- 
vent Mr. Veſt's Diviſion being affilted ? Why 
he did not purſue the vanquiſhed Enemy 
(conquered by only ſix of his Ships) with his 
whole Fleet ? For it is upon the Examination of 
theſe Points, that he mult ſtand or fall, as he 
will be tried upon the following Articles of 
War, viz. 


Art. 12. Every Perſon in the Fleet, who 
thro* Cowardice, Negligence or Diſaffection, 
ſhall in Time of Action withdraw ot keep back, 

C 2 or 
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or not come into the Fight or Engagement, or 
ſhall not do his utmoſt to take or deſtroy every 
Ship which it ſhall be his Duty to engage, and 
to aſſiſt and relieve all and every of his Majeſty's 
Ships, or thoſe of his Allies, which it ſhall be 
his Pury to aſſiſt and relieve; every ſuch Perſon, 
ſo offending, and being convicted thereof by 
the Sentence of a Court Martial, ſhall ſuffer 
Death. bak 


Art. 13. Every Perſon in the Fleet, who 
thro? Cowardice, Negligence, or Diſaffection 
ſhall forbear to purſue the Chace of an Enemy, 
Pirate or Rebel, beaten, or flying; or ſhall not 
relieve and affift a known Friend * in View to 
the utmoſt of his Power ; being convicted of 
any ſuch Offence, by the Sentence of a Court 
Martial, ſhall ſuffer Death. 


But is it to be wondered at that he ſhould not 
relieve and affiff a known Friend in the Day of 
Action, who not content by his ill Conduct to 
throw an indelible Scandal upon his King, his 
Country, the Br:iti/h Arms and Valour ; has 
ſince his Arrival here done every Thing in his 
Power to brand with Infamy, thoſe very Men 
who had liſtened to his Prayer, in Preference to 


how well 


*. Surely the Rear Admiral was ſuch 
he relieved and aſſiſted him we all know. 


many 


1 


many of as noble untainted Blood as any this 
Kingdom can boaſt, and had entruſted him with 
a Command, not only the moſt honeſtly lucra- 
tive, but the moſt Important of any that has oc- 
curred during this War; whereby he might 
have accumulated Riches and Glory, and rendered 
his Name famous and revered in the Byitiſb An- 
nals? Ingratitude and Cowardice, are ſo ſeldom 
ſeparated, that the one is the never-failing Index 
of the other, 


However illiterate his 3% Letters have 
made him appear, the moſt partial of his 
Cenſurers, muſt acknowledge he poſſeſſes a 
Low-cunning, that is frequently more uſeful 
to a Man than a refined Intelle&t, or great 
Abilities. His Behaviour fince his Arrival 
here particularly illuſtrates this: He waited 
with Patience, as many thought for his Trial, 
without offering any Thing in his Defence ; 
others were of Opinion, that he deferred pub- 
liſhing his Apology, till ſuch Time as the 
Clamour of the People ſhould be ſubiided, 
that they might give him an impartial and 
unprejudiced Hearing; but this was far from 
being the Caſe he waited only till ſuch 
Time as ſome popular Subject, ſhould call in 
Queſtion the Conduct of the Miniſtry, and 
then it was he deſigned to play off his Artillery 
upon them for if the Affair of the Hano- 


verian Soldier, or the Loſs of Ofwego had not 
C 3 occurred 
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occurred, the Member of Parliament * would 
have had no Correſpondent — the People no 
Appealer. But theſe Topics having been the 
Incentive to the popular Cenſure of the Ad- 
miniſtration, the Ad-—| joined in the gene- 
ral Cry, and Doctor — being the readieſt 


 Hireling, he was tet to work to impoſe upon 


the Public, and impute ſuch attrocious Crimes 
to the M—ry, that I ſhudder leſt my Pen by 
too near approaching the Subject) ſhould erro- 
neouſly tranſcribe ſome of his infamous calum- 
nies. 


Thus we ſee that the Ad— I was conſcious 
the Fallacies made uſe of to ſoften his Conduct 
would make no Impreſſion upon the Public— 
He knew that they required ſome auxiliary 
Events to make them demand Attention ; and 
if they have had any Weight with the Public, 
he is more indebted to the Theft of the Hans- 
verian, who ſtole a Handkerchief ; than 
who has pick'd his Pocket in writing him ſuch 
a Defence. 


Let us examine without Prejudice or Pre- 
poſſeſſion, what Grounds there can be for the 
inſiduous Aſſertions which are every where 
found diſperſed in Ad—l| B—g's three Pamph- 
lets, and ſome others, which carry with 

them 


® The Grit Pamphlet publiſhed in his Favour. 
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them manifeſt Tokens of their Authors and 
Patrons : I mean the Guilt of the M— 
with Regard to the Loſs of Minorca. If they 
acted according to the beſt of their Judgment, 
and either Accident or the Ad-—I's Ill- Con- 
duct was the Cauſe of it, they ſtand unim- 
peached. But if on the other Hand they were 
Accomplices, and the Ad—| was only the 
Executioner, and not the Judge who pro- 
nounced Sentence upon the Amputation of this 
Limb of the Br:77 Monarchy the Prime 
Mr, the Sec—ys of State, and the Com—rs 
of the Ad ty (at leaſt) muſt have been 
all Conſpirators: to ſuppoſe this we muſt ima- 
gine that directly or indirectly it would turn 
to their Intereſt, and could this be without 
they were bribed by the French Court ? But 
altho' the Report of the French Embaſlador 
having remitted here 300,0001. a little before 
his Departure, is of that Nature to be cre- 
dited by none but Children or Ideots, ſince 
the drawing of ſuch a Sum upon any Mer- 
chant in London, muſt not only have made too 
much Noiſe to have been a Secret at the very 
Time of its being paid ; but he could not have 
received it at any one Banker's in the City of 
London, either in Specie of Notes; we will 
merely for the Argument imagine the Fact. 
Now let us ſuppoſe an exact Diviſion of this 
Sum, and that every one had 25,000 l. apiece 
(which is the very utmoſt, ſince there muſt 

C 4 have 


for Fear of creating Diſcontent)- 
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have been at leaſt twelve concerned, and none 
would dare claim a larger Share than another, 
can any 
reaſonable Man imagine, that if the Mrs 
could have been Rogues enough to have ac- 
cepted of ſuch a Bribe, they would heſitate 
to rob the Nation ; and can we, with any — 
lour of Senſe, ſuppoſe that a Prime M 
could not find Ways and Means (if fo diſpoſed) 
to rob the National Treaſure, not only of 


Twenty-five thouſand Pounds, - but (almoſt) 


as many Millions, and with much greater Se- 
curity to himſelf, if he had been in that Em- 
ploy conjunctive and ſeparate for thirty Years ? 
Theſe Qucſtions are ſo obvious, they anſwer 
themſelves -I would not pay ſo bad a Compli- 
ment to my Reader's Capacity, as to furniſh 
him with a Reply, but conclude there is not a 
Spark of Probability to ſupport the Inſinuation 
of the Acceptance of ſuch a Bribe then 
all that remains to be examined, aſter it is 
proved beyond Contradiction, the M—rs could 


have no Intereſt in betraying Minorca, is whe- 


ther they can be {uppoſed to be void of all 
Grains of perſonal regard, of common Senſe, 
or even common Prudence, to wantonly be- 
tray a Place of ſuch Importance, bring an 
eternal Stain upon their Admin n, injure 


their private Property, cauſe their own Over- 
throw, and diſgrace themſelves and every their 
remote Relation—mercly for the Sake of be- 


ing 


TB 


ing brought to condign Puniſhment, An Ad- 
miniſtration may be weak, or even wicked; 
wrong Meaſures may be taken for want of In- 
telligence, by ill Fortune or even purpoſely 
| — Bribery and Cor——n may reign in the 
and the M——rs may pack „ our Enemies 
may profit of the Inability of our Leaders, 
and beat us by Land and Sea while our 
Ad—ls are weighing every Gun of the Ene- 
mies Ships, to prove, (upon ſalſe Principles) 
they had a few Pounds more Metal, as a 
Cauſe for their not engaging or running away 
—— all this and much more may ſome Time 
or other have been the Caſe, but to imagine 
that any Man, or ſet of Men, M rs or 
others, would plan a Meaſure from whence 
they could derive no Profit, reap no Honour 
but render themſelves liable to the moſt ex- 
emplary Puniſhment, only to hurt their Coun- 
try, which never injured them, but on the con- 
trary, protected, cheriſhed, and amply reward- 
ed them is to ſuppoſe a Fact without Prece- 
dent in Hiſtory beyond every one's Compre- 
henfion——uncredited by even thoſe that would 
ſuppoſe it. 


Thus we perceive there can be no Grounds 
for imagining the M ry privy. to any Deſign 
of betraying Minorca into the Hands of the 
French they are proved Innocent upon the 
moſt convincing Evidence, drawn from an 

Argument 
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Argument of a Suppoſition of their Guilt 
ſo that if there could have been any Trea- 


chery, that promoted our Loſs of this impor- 


tant Iſland, who can be criminal but the 
very Perſon who was charged with the Relicf 
of it? Yet I would not be fo uncharitable as 
to imagine the A——| guilty of any other 
Crimes than the Want of Courage and Con. 
duct convicted him of, if not that the Love 
of Gain prompted him to ſollicit a Command 
that he was conſcious he was unqualified for, 
and had not the Intention to execute: I be- 
lieve he did not refle&t upon the Importance 
of the Loſs of Minorca—otherwiſe he would 
have ſuccoured it; the Honour of the Britiſh 
Flag, perhaps, he had no Icea of; nor did 
he, I am of opinion imagine the Confe- 
ſequences of a Poltroon-Behaviour would be ſo 
fatal to himſelf ; he very likely believed a ſpe- 
cious Repreſentation of the Affair, ſuch a one 
(without the inſolent Attacks made upon the 
M—ry) as we find in the Appeal, would fa- 
tisfy the People of his good Conduct, and the 
next advantageous Command, where little Fight- 
ing was to be expected, no French Ships of 
War to be encountered, but many Merchantmen 
to fall in his Way, would come to his Lot : So 
that it does not appear the A- l has been fo 
very culpable, without Malverſation and Cowar- 
dice can be conſtrued fo criminal, 


Although 


” Wa 
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Although I cannot betray my Sentiments ſuf- 
ficiently.to turn Advocate for the Ad—], I own I 
am not void of all Grains of Compaſſion for 
him; I am ſorry to ſee him made the Tool of de- 
ſigning Men ; for as his pretended Advocates ſay, 
ſo he certainly has been; or elſe who could ima- 
gine, that he would have expoſed himſelf by ſo 
trifling a Defence, as Dr. — has made for him. 
What but the Love of Lucre could have excited 
this Son of Hippocrates, to perſuade him to the 
Publication of his Caſe, wherein ſo little is 
ſaid in his favour that could recommend him 


to the People, or even appeaſe their Wrath, 


Does he imagine, becauſe the effigiz ing Spirit 
is ſubſided, they are reconciled to his Conduct; 
as well might he think, every Day we do not 
burn the Pope and the Pretender, we are pro- 
ſelytes to their Cauſe. The fact is, the Peo- 
ple begin to think they have thrown away too 
much Money, in executing by Proxy, one 
who already has coſt their Country ſo dear: 
Their Indignation is neither appeaſed nor ex- 
hauſted, but ſmother'd under a Cloud of Me- 
lancholy, the Vapours of his ill Conduct have 
formed; and nothing can diſſipate it but the 
gallant Behaviour of ſome of our Command- 
ers, who ſhall teach the Succeſſor of Galliſſon- 
mere (who is now no more) that Britiſh Va- 
lour is ſtill in its Meridian; that our Flag 

claims 
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claims that Dominion, it has ever ſupported ; 
and that Gallic Perfidy muſt. at laſt ſubmit to 
Engiih Juſtice. | 


The Artifice Mr. B—g has ufcd, to ſcreen 
bimſelf under the imputed Guilt of the M—y, 
has been ſo glaring, that every reaſonable Per- 
ſon has ſeen through it, and thoſe that were 
inclined to believe he could make ſome tolle- 
rable Defence, are now convinced, from what 
has been publiſhed, that he muſt have Recourſe 
to the moſt notorious Infractions on Truth, the 
moſt infamous Attacks of unſullied Reputa- 
tion, to prove what? not that he 
fought on the 20th of May, as he ought to 
have done; but that, after having gained a 
Victory with ſix Ships of his Squadron, whilſt 
he lay with his Topfail to the Maſt, and five 
Ships aſtern; inſtead of attempting to relieve 
Ainorca, the Errand he was ſent upon, he run 
away with his whole Squadron to Gibraltar, to 
cover a Place that: was in no Danger. In ſhort, 
the very Men who, out of Compaſſion, would 
not give their Opinion before they heard his 
Defence, are now obliged to own, he has no- 
thing to ſay for himſelf ; or indeed has he attemp- 
ted it, as has been already proved, in either 
of the. Pamphlets, for which he muſt have fur- 
niſhed the Materials, which no ways exculpate 


him, and paid for the Writing. 


I own 
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Iown I pity him, for having been thus du- 
ped by theſe Hirelings, who muſt have flattered 
him with changing the Opinion of the People, 
by a Publication of his Defence, which ſo far 
from having had this Succeſs, it has obliged 
thoſe, who would have ſuſpended their Judg- 
ment till they had heard both Sides, to no lon- 
ger remain Neuter, but make an open Declara- 
tion againſt him: Theſe he might have ſtill 
continued undecided, till his trial ; who, if, 
they were of no Weight for him, would, at 
leaſt, have been prevented from becoming his 
Accuſers. 


There is but one Way left for him, to reco- 
ver what he has loſt by the Publication of the 
three Pamphlets, that are attributed to him; to 
wipe off the additional Stains of Ingratitude 
and Defamation, which he has added to Co- 
wardice and ill Conduct; that is, by writing, 
or cauſing to be wrote for him, a general Re- 
cantation of all the falſe Accuſations of the 
M y; inſolent Abuſe of the Public, by 
ſuch manifeſt Interpolations of his own Letter; 
intentional Miſtakes in regard to the Weight of 
Metal, Number of Guns, and Force of the 
two Fleets, by omitting where the Occaſion 
ſerved, not only Part of the Guns, but even 
the Names of ſome of the Ships, that compo- 
led his very Squadron; with a long Train of 
injudicious Reaſoning and Fallacy, tending to 

| | impoſe 
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impoſe upon the People's Judgment, at the 
Price of his Senſe and Honeſty, which are all 
to be found in theſe three Pieces. 


If the A | has Penetration enough to 
perceive the Weight of this Advice, I muſt re- 
mind him, that it will be abſolutely neceſſary to 
fign his Name at length to his Recantation ; and 
if he ſhould propoſe making Uſe of any pub- 
liſhed Defence, either Whole or in Part, up- 
on his Trial, this will be the moſt conducive to 
apologize for ſome Part of his imputed Conduct. 


I cannot help taking Notice of another falſe 
Politic of the A |, in having his Tri- 
al deferred till the coming Home of thoſe 
Gentlemen for Witneſſes, whom he had fo 
ill uſed in the Mediterranean. Does he think 
Captains Baird, Edgcumbe, Cat ford and Younge, 
can ſay any Thing in his Favour, fince the 
very Victory he pretends to claim he had no 
Hand in, but is indebted to them for (with 
Captain Andrews, dead, and Captain Everitt 
returned *) and yet would not give them the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance, but on the contrary, threat- 
ened to fire upon the Revenge, Princeſs Louiſa, 
and Culloden, for going to their Aid ; and upon 
his Arrival at Gbraltar, tried Captains Corn- 

wall 


Ido not mention Admiral Ve, ſince the noble Part 
he took in the Engagement, B—g himſelf has been obliged 
to extol. 
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wall and Ward for breaking the Line, and go- 
ing to the Aſſiſtance of the ſix Ships engaged 
with the French; I ſay, can he real>nably be- 
lieve, that theſe honourable Gentlemen, will, 
in Deſpite of Truth, and in return for the kind 
Treatment receiv*d from the Al, depoſe in 
his Favour, what he himſelf has not yet been 
impudent enough to aſſert; namely, that he ac- 
tually fought the Enemy: or, as the 12th Arti- 
cle of War expreſſes it, did not, . withdraw or 
* keep back,” or, did . come into the Fight or 
« Engagement ;” or that he purſued the van- 
quiſhed French Fleet, and aſſiſted to the ut- 
moſt of his Power that part of his Squadron that 
engaged; or, as the 13th Article of War ex- 
prefles it, did not“ forbear to purſue the chaſe 
of an Enemy, Pirate, or Rebel, beaten or 
* flying;” or did © relieve and aſſiſt a known 
Friend in View to the utmoſt of his Power?“ 


I know not whether this Production may 
meet with the Approbation of the Public; but if 
Truth gleaned from Prejudice, and Reaſon di- 
veſted of Sophiſtry, can depict the real ſtate of 
the miſterious Affair before us, and the impartial 
World would chuſe to ſee it developed of all 
thoſe de luſive Trappings it has hitherto worn, 1 
flatter myſelf, this Piece may have its merit, and 
may not be an unwelcome offering at this Time 
to the Public: For in whatever Remarks I have 


made upon the As Conduct, no Party Con- 
neCtions, 
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nections, no ſelf-intereſted Biaſs have made me 
ſwerve from Truth, or blinded me from the 
Purſuit of it: If I have not approved his Con- 
duct, it has been becauſe I thought it wrong; I 
bear the Man no Enmity ; for let him really con- 
vince the World he has ated juſt, I ſhall be the 
Foremoſt in the Rank of his Advocates. But I 
never will proftitute my Pen in Favour of one, 
who can be ſuſpected to have aided his Country's. 
Ruin; to have blemiſhed the national Honour by 
his Poltroonery; to have preferred his own pri- 
vate Gain to the Nation's Welfare; but ſhall 
think it my Duty to point out all artful Repre- 
ſentations of a Delin uent's Conduct to delude-. 
the Public; every Machination of a Culprit's 
Hireling to impoſe upon Mankind, either by a 
falſe repreſentation of Facts, or by unſupport- 
ed Aſſertions, to caſt the blame upon an innocent 
Man, tliough in Power; to confute Error, and 
fairly ſtate the: Caſe, where the Community is ſo 
deeply concerned, and leave the impartial World 
to judge for itſelf. To this End I ſhall never 

think my Pen. unworthily employed ; whatever. 
my '1 alcnts may be, my Intention's honeſt ; and 
even to fail in a virtuous Cauſe, is ſtill ſome 


Glory. „ | , 


